
Women living in poverty or with very low incomes are at a greater 
risk of intimate violence, and of more severe, long-lasting violence.1

I N E S
Leaving (or attempting to leave) the 

relationship can be a particularly 
dangerous time. About 75% of 

domestic violence assaults reported 
to the police occur after separation. 4

J A N E T
Domestic violence victims who 
have jobs are still vulnerable to 

economic instability.5

S A R A H
Victims and survivors of domestic 

violence have trouble finding 
apartments because they may have 
poor credit, rental, and employment 
histories as a result of their abuse. 9

L I N H
Inadequate interpretation undermines 

a victim’s ability to get help from law 
enforcement, courts, and social services.7

J ’ M A I
Women in the military are particularly 

vulnerable to abuse due to geographical 
isolation and the potential for social 
isolation within the military culture.6

R A Y N A
Studies have found that over 
half of the women receiving 

public assistance (“welfare”) have 
reported being battered.8

What’s money got to do with it? 
Money and Domestic Violence

An abuser may cut off access to resources and plunge a woman 
into poverty (or deeper into poverty). Then the abuser is able to 

gain much more control and the survivor has fewer options.2

Women who want to leave often find that they do not have the financial 
resources to live independently of the abuser. This is one of the most common 

reasons that battered women stay with or return to an abusive partner.3

Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence  •  (206) 389-2515  •  wscadv.org

T I F F A N Y
A state’s efforts to collect child support 
can push abusers to re-contact victims 

or escalate their abuse. 10
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