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Background

• URESA/RURESA
– Registration
– Multi-state/Multi-order system
– Result: Confusion
– Why does this matter?

2019



Background

• UIFSA
• Response to the multi-order system URESA created
• Several versions
• Basic tenets include:

– Continuing Exclusive Jurisdiction (CEJ)
– Long-arm jurisdiction
– Registration process
– Choice of law
– Process for Determination of Controlling Order
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Continuing Exclusive Jurisdiction

• Continuing exclusive jurisdiction is a concept that applies to 
the jurisdiction to modify a child support order

• A tribunal of this state that has issued a child support order 
has and shall continue to exercise exclusive jurisdiction to 
modify its child support order if:
– One of the parties still resides in the state
– All parties have left the state but consent to the state 

maintaining CEJ
– Parties consent to another tribunal in another state assume CEJ
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Continuing Exclusive Jurisdiction

Confusion
• UCCJEA
• Substantial compliance:  In re Schneider, 173 

Wn.2d 353, 268 P.3d 215 (2011)
• Lack of communication
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Other Case Scenarios

What the other presentations never tell you…
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What is this?

DCO?
Order of Invalidity?
Modification?
Pretend it didn’t happen?
Who knows!?
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Modification Under UIFSA

• When modifying an order in another state there 
are three specific criteria that must be met:
– Issuing state has lost CEJ
– Registration
– Personal jurisdiction
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Choice of Law

• Section 604
• The law of the issuing state governs most situations:

• The nature, extent, amount, and duration of current payments;
• Computation and payment of arrearages and accrual of interest 

on the arrearages; and
• Existence and satisfaction of other obligations under the 

registered order
• The law of the responding state will govern procedures 

and remedies for the enforcement of current support and 
arrears
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Choice of Law: Statute of Limitations

“In a proceeding for arrears under a registered support 
order, the statute of limitations of this state or of the 
issuing state, whichever is longer applies.”
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International Cases

• History 
– URESA through UIFSA ‘96
– UIFSA 2001

• Era of bilateral agreements: 1998-2008
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The (new) Hague Convention

• “New” because there were previous conventions 
covering enforcement of child support (U.S. not a 
part of these)

• Drafting took place between 2003 and 2007
• More than 70 countries met in The Hague for 5 

separate negotiating sessions
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The Hague Convention

• Several new terms added
• Several terms redefined

– state
• Many terms continue to be left to state law

-age of majority
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The Hague Convention

• Convention and Treaty Process
– Signing the Convention/Treaty
– Advice and consent of the Senate-Constitution
– Ratification
– Entry into Force

• Self-executing or requires legislation?
– Law that implemented UIFSA 08
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The Hague Convention and UIFSA ‘08

• Article 7:
– Applies only to support proceedings under the Convention
– Controls if a provision of Article 7 is inconsistent with a provision of 

Articles 1 through 6
*Don’t forget-must be a proceeding involving a convention 
country order!

– If a non-convention country requests recognition and 
enforcement of its order, apply Articles 1 through 6 if appropriate

– Comity is still recognized as a remedy allowable under UIFSA
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The Hague Convention

Practical Application

Scenario:

Initiating paternity establishment
Custodial Parent states alleged father in Italy
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The Hague Convention

• Is Italy a Hague Convention Country?
• https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions

/full-text/?cid=131
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https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/full-text/?cid=131


The Hague Convention
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The Hague Convention
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The Hague Convention
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The Hague Convention
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Status Table:
• Reservations, Declarations, Notifications, or Depository 

Communications
• Reservation:  limiting
• Declaration:  expanding
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The Hague Convention
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Next Steps:

Mandatory Forms and Country Profile



The Hague Convention
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• There are mandatory forms for use under the 
Convention

• Mandatory Transmittal form under Article 12(2)-
required on all applications

• Application for Establishment of a Decision
• Any other forms required-look at the Country Profile



The Hague Convention
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The Hague Convention
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Country Profiles:
• Layouts are the same
• What I look for:

– What language do the forms need to be translated
– Will the country automatically enforce the decision it 

enters, or must I submit a separate application 
– Must I provide a support amount in my application



The Hague Convention
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Registering a Convention Order

• Longer time period for objections  
• Defenses
• Partial enforcement
• Registration denied



The Hague Convention
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Modification of a Convention Support Order
• Cannot modify if the obligee is still a resident of 

the foreign country where the support order was 
issued; unless:
– Obligee submits to jurisdiction either expressly or by 

defending on the merits without objecting to 
jurisdiction at the first available opportunity; or

– The foreign tribunal lacks or refuses to exercise 
jurisdiction to modify or issue a new support order



The Hague Convention

2019

• The Hague Convention website:  
https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/ful
l-text/?cid=131

• Practical Handbook for Caseworkers under the 2007 
Child Support Convention:  
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/5f160c92-b560-4b7f-
b64c-8423f56c6292.pdf

• Explanatory Report:  
https://assets.hcch.net/upload/expl38.pdf

• OCSE:  https://www.acf.hhs.gov/css

https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/full-text/?cid=131
https://assets.hcch.net/docs/5f160c92-b560-4b7f-b64c-8423f56c6292.pdf
https://assets.hcch.net/upload/expl38.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/css
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Questions?
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