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WHY WAS THIS PROJECT NEEDED®

NE law prohibited CSE assistance with inmate mods
Legal Aid could not assist either

NE support orders confinued to run & accrue arrears
Lack of good resources for inmates 1o modify order

After inmate released, facing high arrears balances

————



EYE-OPENING STATISTICS®

Approximately 1.53 million in federal and state prison

More than 50% have one or more child under the age of 18
2.7 million children with a parent incarcerated

25% of inmates in prisons had a child support case

Approximately 400,000 inmates have a child support case

* Source: National Conference of State Legislatures
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COLLABORATIVE EFFORT REQUIRED

Legal Aid of Nebraska
YoungWilliams/CSS
NE DHHS/CSE *

NE Dept. of Corrections

Good Life. Great Mission.

*Project funding provided by

DEPARTMENT 0

F
CORRECTIONAL ISR YRR



- Overview of legal process
- Step-by-step instructions

- Fill-in-the-blank legal forms
- CDC & CSE contact info.

- Sample scripts for hearing




INTHE DISTRICT COURT OF
NEBRASKA

State of Nebraska o/h/o
Case No.- a

A minor child,
Complaint for Modification

Plaintiff.

Defendant. '

_ without fhe assistance of an

attorney, states that the following is e

1. On the Court found
father/motbet of the nunof ildGen) and ordered me 10 P2Y
ounor child(gen) I the amount of $

These has beett 2 matenal change o circumstances since the date the Order was

entered.

ebraska j1d Support Guidelipes 10 my current income

. Applicanon of the N
would lower Ry monthly cbild support obligation bY 10% or more, and by

got less than $25 perf month

Tam incarcerated in an Adult Facility of the Nebraska Departiment of C orrectional
Services and have been 3 inmate for not fess than OD€ yeas

5. Jamnotm prison for violatng Section
or for violating a0¥ similar federal of ofher state’s 1aw-

6. Tamnot in prison pecause 1 parmed the child(ren) 1 am obligated 10 support

Form Provided 5¥ Legal Aid of Nebrasks Pagel ofl k)

209 5. 19" Sereet. 5t 200 'l"‘
Omana NE 88102 -
1»»1—99:-9921

28-706 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes.

Script
Trial Proceedings
(St. v. 1 defendant)

Introduction

Good Mornin

g [aftern

o - oon] Your Honor. I would lik

T — e to tell the court the

¢ On

biological FATHER/MOTHER of this court found that I am the
o

and ordered me to pay $

child(ren). per month for the support of this

e On

Support. I filed a Complaint to Modify Child

The Authonz
d
ed [County]Attomney signed a Vol
untary Appearance

and fil
ed an Answer to the Complamnt on

Over 30 day y
vs have passed since the Authonzed [C
ounty] Attorney

Was servi
ed with notice of the proceed:
ing

to go forw 1
rard with
my
v case and ask that the Court s
wear me 1n
asa

« Fill-in-the-bl
a
legal forms R
created by
attorneys

» Sample heari
scripfts arng




Instructions for Completing the Complaint

Erom the Forms packet, select the Complaint with the caption that best matches your

case. Here € the steps 10 completing the caption-
. Atthetop.pdt in the name of the county wher® she child support order was filed:

o Ontheleftside of the caption, write in the parties— the plaintff. defendant and fird-

party if there 18 one;

« Ontherght side of the captiot. wite in the case pumbel-

For example:

INTHE DISTRICT COURT FOR DOUGLAS COUNTY NEBRASKA
State of Nebraska o/blo Case No.: c125123
Janior Smi
.;:i-:%‘hchild, Complaint for wiodification

Vs,

Senior Smith,
Defendant.

Now complete the body of the complamt.

o “Your name without assistance of an attoIneY: states that the following 18 true”

« In puagrapb 1, provide the date of the original order and how much you were ordered t©

pav-
o “Ondate your child support order Was entered the Court found that 1 am the

father/mother of the minor child(ren) and ordered me 1o PV child support for the

» Detailed
instructions on
how to fill out
pleadings




COMPANION VIDEO

Caption: State v. Father or Mother

Video mirrors handbook
Voice over insfructions

Inmate can follow along
while paging through
handbook

Video accessible on PC's
in jail library



PILOT PROJECT
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Need your CHILD SUPPORT order
jail,

LOWERED

while you aré in

: Flyer used d
1 @i
Correcti elgle
inmrgefgnonol Center informin
& Vi s about the h g
video andbook

There is now @ child support
to” handbook & video cred

lable in the Library!!!
n the Library for more

ted

modification “how-
for inmates avai

ontact the Legal Aides i

details

C
YoungWill'\am‘?‘

made available through @ m"abomﬁon by tegal Aid of Nebraska,

& Human Services and Child support Services (Douglas County)

These materials aré being

the NE Depar‘lmtn( of Health




IMPLEMENTATION STATEWIDE

- Omaha Correctional Center

- Nebraska State Penitentiary

- Tecumseh State Correctional
Institution

- Diagnostic & Evaluation
Center

« Lincoln Correctional Center



PROJECT RESULTS SO FAR?

Starting to see more pro se inmate mods in Omaha
Inmates are being successful in modifying and lowering their
support orders significantly ($5-$10/month)]

Too early fo determine state-wide impact



NEW NEBRASKA LAW (LB 702)

Allows inmate to get order modified if in jail for 180 days or

more

Allows CSE office to file modification action

New law went into effect July 18, 2018



Modification during Incarceration

May incarcerated parents obtain a reduced or suspended support arder that reflects their actual income?

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures




IMPORTANT LESSONS LEARNED

Getting the word out about the handbook & video Is crifical
Corrections staff need to be educated on child support

process

Even with these resources, still up to inmate to take initiative

and follow through






Thank you for your time and attention!

Muirne Heaney - MHeaney@legalaidofnebraska.org

Mike Tatten — Michael.Tatten@nebraska.gov



